


“Normal’

e  Unknown:
o  Social
of ea
Fear




e Outdoor Classroom in the
courtyard (year 3 of project)

e Grass Spaces

e Masks on but can be closer than
6 ft. for short times



to Play and Learning Outdoors

e New Multi-Use
lay Tool (they can hit
ach other with them

| day and they don'’t






Play and Outdoors

Last summer, | took a course for K-2 tea
called Moving Bodies, Thinking Minds
Moving Body is a Learning Body (it is on th
| thought was very valuable.
Some of the things that | learned were:
° The value in not saying "NO”
e  The purposeful act of not having an ag
e  The importance of allowing “risks”... whi
play yard does NOT allow, which in turn
CONFIDENCE
. Free play allows students some “control”
uncertain times and supports their emotio

From Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL):
The benefits of free play are wide-ranging, When
the opportunity for free play, they have better phy
mental health. It significantly decrease their stre
importantly, it facilitates learning.

As a result, | started instituting extra play time
snack. Some days it was with board games
inside (so students can practice learning to |
it was out on the nature trail. My students
this environment and what | loved more t
problem solving and teamwork that nat
getting “stuffy caught in a tree” where



earning and Outdoors

Blending Learning and th
Awesome!

e  The NIC program alon
supportive staff, admin
allowed us to grow our ¢
outdoors over the years.

e The modeling approach wh
can model for classroom tea
the pressure off and allows t
take more responsibility for th
as time goes on.

A big focus of our learning in the outd
been on science which was pretty ea
outdoor connections too, but we hav
expanded to quests about the life of
Wampanoag, our middle school rea
does a large survivor unit connectin
series and building fire and shelter
and tracking, grammar quests (gr
bringing in natural resource profi
us about their jobs in the forest



ay and Learning Outdoors Grade 2:
t Classroom

E SCHOOL

space that is
sible and safe
natural hazards

s to share ideas
hiteboards/easel



room cont.: Kids’ Input

n getting signal(s)
e or two or three

the Forest Classroom
vs. Need

Seating Problem Solving




RUHVW YULGD\
:30AM)

My free play time
Time” and started o
because they were so
AND | needed to set so
We did our typical Morni
(responsive classroom st

For our share and a
find a sit spot and th
minutes and had to b
object that they disco
share

We then used my yog
sticks to map out our
placing our objects in
they were in based on
spot in the middle.
O




rompt... What do you want to lea
our Forest Classroom?

They sat and wrote SILENTLY for 10 minutes.
them for at least 2 sentences and a picture to g
it...after 10 minutes their sentences were done
took 5 more minutes to complete their pictures.

No reluctant writers!!

| used sand timers for those that need the visua
plan.

It was some of the best sentences as far as s
stretching out sounds and compete thoughts
gotten during the first week of school.

| will use their suggestions in my future p
time on Fridays.



cleaned out- students filled them

e

Teacher holds sout for kids to wash
Used biodegradable hand soap
Micro-fiber clothes from Lowe’s for
hand towels

ach student has a clothes pin on a
e to hang their towel to in case

y need it again

n Up consisted of teacher

ring hand towels to wash at




easures that we are curiou



arned So Far...

Time: EYE OPENING!

f heavy lifting

f banging tree parts

cing on Logs

alue in dead tree parts

ndled being outdoors for learning well.
eaks were not an issue.

positive about being there.

ssroom break down!

lugging of supplies!




Hopes and Dreams

To use explore time as a i
meet with small groups for g
reading

Incorporate throwing and lifting
activities like fact practice, and
patterns (pinned to a tree)

To teach my math measurement
each day on Fridays

To use a tarp to create a slip and
a rainy day, that leads to our fore
classroom

To problem solve hanging a tar
day protection.

To build their respect for natur:
To extend our classroom bo
they build trust and respec
And So Much More...



Landscapes

.uk/free-resources/?s




